Calpains inhibitors--a review of the recent patent literature.
Calpain inhibitors prevent proteolytic degradation of cellular proteins due to activation of calcium-activated cysteine proteases (calpains). As a class, they show promising cytoprotective activity in a variety of disorders where the final common pathway is increased intracellular concentrations of calcium, activation of calpain-mediated protein degradation, and subsequent cell death. These disorders include cerebral stroke, cerebral and spinal cord trauma, and myocardial infarction.